Hi there ProBlogger.net readers - welcome to another week of our newsletter which this week features:

- Recap of the week that was

- Chitika eMiniMall Tips

- Hot Posts of the Week

- Earnings Update

- Tip of the week

** Recap of the Week that Was **

What a week it's been in ProBlogging circles this past week! With the sale of Weblogs Inc to AOL for a reported $25million, the sale of Weblogs.com to Verisign for a reported $2-$5 million, the launch of numerous new blog networks (and why wouldn't you after hearing those numbers), new blog advertising programs and a new news aggregator from Google (http://www.google.com/reader) - I'm exhausted (but also very excited) just thinking about it all.

Closer to home this week was the excitement of being Slashdotted again at ProBlogger.net (the post that got hit was http://www.problogger.net/archives/2005/10/05/chitika-eminimalls-how-much-do-they-earn-me/ ) - which really capped off a pretty amazing week.

** Chitika eMiniMall Tips **

Those of you who have been on the site in the last few hours will notice that late last night I posted a rather comprehensive post giving my Chitika eMiniMall Tips. I hope that this is a helpful collection of tips on how to increase your earnings from the program - as you know it's been a big earner for me (see earnings update below) and I hope it is worthwhile for  you. The post is at:

http://www.problogger.net/archives/2005/10/05/chitika-eminimalls-how-much-do-they-earn-me/
I'm also told that Chitika will be launching their affiliate program (something I've been helping them test) in the next few days - so you'll not only be able to make money directly from it but indirectly by referring others to use it.

**Hot Posts of the Week **

Obviously the hottest post of the week was the slashdotted one - but here are some others that got a lot of attention:

* Is Adsense Performing Poorly? - http://www.problogger.net/archives/2005/10/13/is-adsense-performing-poorly/
* The Inside Word on the Weblogs Inc AOL Sale - http://problogger.net/archives/2005/10/06/weblogs-inc-sale-to-aol-confirmed-heres-the-inside-word/
* ProBlogger out of the Sandbox - hhttp://www.problogger.net/archives/2005/10/02/problogger-out-of-googles-sandbox/

* Positioning yourself for a Profitable Christmas - http://problogger.net/archives/2005/10/03/positioning-your-blog-for-a-profitable-christmas/
* Why Reveal Your Blogging Income? - http://problogger.net/archives/2005/10/10/why-reveal-your-blogging-income/
* Blogger Routines - http://problogger.net/archives/2005/10/08/blogger-routines/
** Earnings Update **

Earnings this week have been mixed. Overall they are up considerably with the continued improvement of Chitika eMiniMalls as I add them to more pages and continue to learn how to use them. The past few days have been them get as high as $870 (USD) in a day - can't complain about that.

Unfortunately Adsense has been performing worse than normal with this month looking like it will be about 20% lower than normal. I've been talking with Adsense about this and it seems to be a problem with Ad relevancy - possibly something to do with the 'section targeting' that I implemented a few weeks back. Needless to say I'm removing it from my sites and am hoping things will return to 'normal' again.

** Tip of the Week **

One of the bloggers participating in the six figure blogging course that I run reminded me this week of something I've been meaning to mention. She had worked out that the most clicked on links on her blogs were image links. She tracked this through the 'My Blog Log' tool that I've mentioned before at ProBlogger (http://www.problogger.net/archives/2005/07/27/mybloglog-update-track-your-outbound-links/) 

This is more than just 'interesting' information in my opinion. What if you used images to highlight the affiliate links on your blog?

I do this on my Digital camera blog (http://www.digitalphotographyblog.com) by using the option that http://www.blogads.com gives its publishers to run free ads. You'll see on my sidebar at the digicam blog that I currently have three 'Blogads.com' ads. They are for:

- Safe Digital SLR Sensor cleaning

- Digital Photography Success

- Make Money from Digital Photography

The first one of these (Safe Digital SLR Sensor Cleaning) is a paying ad - the other two are my own ads which point to two affiliate programs that I promote. Both have images in them and both are regularly clicked upon.

I hope this week's ProBlogger.net newsletter has been useful to you. Don't forget that you're welcome to unsubscribe at any time simply by following the link at the bottom of this email. While I'm sad to see you go I'd rather you only get it if you find it useful to where you're currently at.

until next time,

Blog on

Darren Rowse
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